
 
Backpacker News 

Weeks of Nov 6-17, 2017 
 

Happy 5th birthday Ava! 
 

Hello Backpacker Families, 

The children had a good time marching and showing off their masks and eating yummy 

muffins with the Purple Family.  It’s fun to see how excited the children have been to share 

their costumes. This has been a good introduction to sharing in front of the whole group.  

Once we return from our Thanksgiving Break, I will begin to send the “What’s Inside Bag” 

home, more information to come later.    

During the month of November we will be doing a seed discovery.  We have been eating 

seeds for snack and looking at non-edible seeds as well. We’ve planted carrots, lettuce and 

beets in our planter box.  We opened a pumpkin and looked at the seeds inside and we 

discussed the life cycle of a pumpkin.  We shucked corn and made a pumpkin pie. 
 

Coming up next: We will be discussing what it means to be thankful and making a whole 

class Thanksgiving Recipe book, “What would make the perfect Thanksgiving Feast.”  Just 

like the Spooky book, the recipe book will circulate in the same way. In Science we will look 

into seeds that we can eat. In math we are doing AB sorting and continue to look at small, 

medium and large. With Zoo Phonics we are focusing with the phonemic sound of the letters. 

We recite the letter sounds & movements daily before we read our closing story. 
 

Mark your Calendar! Our Harvest Celebration is Wednesday, Nov 15th at 12:00. It will 

be held outside in our large yard.  If it should rain, we'll move it inside. 

This is a celebration where the Backpackers along with the Purple family march outside to 

the picnic tables and will feast on foods that come from the seeds we have been learning 

about. On the celebration day, you do not need to send a lunch. After lunch, there will be a 

few crafts and fun activities for the children to do. Children are dismissed following the 

celebration.   
 

A Big Special Thank you To Ben’s dad, “Uncle Donnie” from the Troublemakers for 

coming to play his electric guitar. He played a jazzy Mary had a little Lamb and read 

us the book, “Not Quite Narwal.” Thank you all for your generosity in helping us 

collect canned goods for the Food Bank. Thank You Silmara, Nicholas mom for jumping 

in to be room parent for the month of November. 
 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Monday 11/6  Touch-base Reports will be in your sign in pocket. 

Thursday 11/9  Library Day 

Friday 11/10  Preschool closed to honor Veterans’ Day 

Wednesday 11/15 Harvest Celebration at 12:00 

11/20-24  Thanksgiving Holiday Break ~ preschool closed 

Monday 11/27  Preschool resumes 

Wednesday 12/6 “All School Chapel” bring an unwrapped gift for a child 

Friday 12/1  Library Day 

Friday 12/8  Parent Meeting at 9:10 in the Parish Hall 

 
 

The month of November we begin our day INSIDE Please make sure children have gone 

to potty and washed hands prior to dropping them off. 

 
 

THE PLAN FOR THE NEXT TWO: 

Art: Inside:  free art glue, paint, stapler - We will work on head dress for Harvest 

Celebration. Outside: Seed collage will be available, corn husk brush painting and corn cob 

rolling art. 
 

Block Areas:  Potatoes Heads will be available 
 

Dramatic Play:  A pumpkin patch with cash registers and we will have hammer golf tees into 

pumpkins. 
 

Literature:  “I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie” by Alison Jackson; “Turkey 

Trouble” by  Wendi Silvano; “Run, Turkey Run!” by Diane Mayr “Bear Says Thanks” by Karma 

Wilson;”Raccoon and Ripe Corn” by Jim Arnosky; “The Dark”  by Robert Munsch; The 

Librarian book choice; and Journals by the Backpackers 
 

Math:  Number puzzles, abacus, collection boxes, stringing & counting beads, unifix cubes, 

beading, and legos. 
 

Science:  We will continue to explore seeds, tend to our garden and compost. 
 

Sensory: Inside:  Play dough with tortilla press; cornmeal with funnels, gak ( cornstarch & 

water); ABC in sand; acorns, mini animals, fairies and ice trays; Chicken scratch with 

tractors, turkey basters in water; corn feed with mortar & Pestle, Pumpkin Hammering. 
 

Snack Lesson:  We will make pumpkin pie and continue tasting foods made from seeds. 

 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!  Ms. Ruth and Miss Becka 


