
Chapel Update 4/18-19 

 

I love Godly Play parables.  They start and end with wondering which gives the children lots of 

opportunity to engage with the stories.   

I was a little concerned when, instead of wondering about the green felt underlay for the parable of the 

Good Shepherd, one child said dryly, “Chaplain Angela, it’s just the grass.  Tell us the story.”  The class as 

a whole agreed. By the end, though, they had fully engaged.  The reason the sheep got lost in the place 

of danger was that it had not listened to the directions about how to get through, or maybe someone 

pushed him, or maybe he tripped on a tree root, or maybe another sheep butted him in, or maybe it is 

just a mud puddle…. And maybe the other sheep were sad that he was missing, and maybe they went to 

look for him, and maybe… 

With the parable of the Great Pearl, the children get really quiet as the merchant begins carrying his 

belongings to the seller.  I’m not sure why, but I always have the bed be the last thing he takes from his 

house.  The children always start commenting then.  Beds are recognized as really important.  Then, the 

merchant takes his house, too! “He can’t give up his home!  Where will he live?”  Suggestions this year 

for the future of the new owner of the Great Pearl include going back to the seller to trade back, going 

to visit the seller, sharing all the household items and the pearl with the seller, and so on.  It is agreed 

that it would be too cold, uncomfortable, and tick-infested for him to simply sleep outside with his pearl. 

And why did he want the pearl anyway? 

So many questions. So many possibilities.  So much to wonder about. 

Blessings on your week! Chaplain Angela 


