
In Chapel, the idea of getting ready is a big theme.  For the first couple 

weeks of school, we don’t even have Chapel.  I am there for what will 

become the Chapel schedule, but I am in the classrooms and on the 

playgrounds getting to know the children and giving them the chance to 

get to know me.  

  

Perhaps you are feeling the need to do some getting ready for Chapel at 

home. 

Several times over the years, parents have approached me with a 

comments like, “I didn’t grow up in church.  I don’t know the 

stories.  How will I talk to my child about Chapel?” or, “I am so glad 

you are teaching my child about God.  I am just not comfortable trying 

to talk to her about faith, but I know it is important.”  

It is okay to have questions.  It is okay not to have every little detail 

worked out to your adult satisfaction before you share your faith with 

your child. Share your questions too.  It is okay – in fact, excellent -  to 

wonder.  It means you are using your brain. Wonder acknowledges that 

God is something bigger than anything else we try to discuss.  We put a 

lot of pressure on ourselves (and our children) to know all the answers 

and get everything right. This isn’t a reasonable expectation – especially 

when it comes to the divine.  I encourage you to talk to your pastor, 

priest, or rabbi if you have one.  If you don’t have one, or you’d just like 

a new perspective, I know Pastor Linda would be delighted to talk with 

you.  

Also, if you don’t have a children’s Bible already, I encourage you to 

consider getting one. There are lots of them out there; find one that you 

like. Remember at this stage to just read the stories.  There is no quiz 

with right and wrong answers.  You might like to use Godly Play’s 

questions.  For most Old Testament stories, they are: 1. I wonder what 

part you liked best? 2. I wonder which part is most important? 3. I 

wonder where you are in this story or which part is about you?  And 4. I 

wonder if there is anything we can leave out and still have all the story 

we need?  Let yourself be present for the questions.  Your own answers 

might surprise you – your children’s answers might too. 



Remember, the goal is connection – with the stories and, ultimately, 

with God. Connection happens differently for each of us every time we 

approach the stories, depending on our age, circumstances, current crisis, 

and a myriad of other factors.  Try to make space for the movement of 

the Spirit. 

God is not in a hurry.  Take time to wonder. 

  

Blessings, Chaplain Angela 

 
 
 


