
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In consistently giving of ourselves for others’ well-being, we enhance 
our own well-being as well. In letting go of some of what we own, we 
actually increase our own security and sense of comfort. By giving 
away our own resources, we move ourselves toward flourishing. This 
is not only a philosophical or religious teaching. It is a sociological 
fact.  Paradox of Generosity 
 
A wealth of scientific evidence, as well as faith-based evidence, 
reveals a consistent link between demonstrating generosity and 
leading a better life: more generous people are happier, suffer fewer 
illnesses and injuries, live with a greater sense of purpose, and 
experience less depression.  

 
What we know is that our giving matters. Our giving makes our lives better, because it makes the 
lives of those around us better. 
 
Science has proven what our faith has always known. 
 
The more we give, the more free space opens up in us and that gives God more room to live in us. 
And who doesn’t want that? 
 
Your sacrifices of time and effort and money, made in faith and offered in hope of a healthy church 
that serves others in Jesus’ name, are received with humility and gratitude. Our financial records 
and our annual audit reports are open and available to all members. We strive to match your 
volunteer time with your passions and gifts.  
 
We honor all giving and strive to encourage you in your journey towards generosity. We 
encourage thrift and simplicity of life for the purpose of being generous towards God and 
neighbor. We applaud and support all efforts towards debt reduction and financial health that 
includes saving, investing, and giving. If you would like to speak with someone about these issues, 
please let Pastor Linda know.  
 
Please consider your 2018 offering to Good Shepherd as an important part of your journey 
towards greater life and spirit. You can be assured that you are impacting many lives for good.  
Thank you!  
 
Please enjoy this booklet that takes a peek at some of the many ministries of transformation you 
support with your pledge. These are concrete ways we love God, follow Jesus, and serve others. 

 
 
 
 

At Good Shepherd, we love God. Follow Jesus. And Serve Others. 
 
 



Worship and Pastoral Care 
 

“That’s the beautiful thing about church communities — they bring new people into your life, they 
can open your heart and mind to new experiences, they can mend those deepest of wounds, and 
affirm, deepen and root your relationship with God. Thank you for choosing to be a part of Good 
Shepherd Church.”          Pastor Linda 

 

                 
           Acolytes: Madeline & Molly Kato           Blessing the Baptismal Waters          Michele Waite, Eucharistic Visitor 
 
“I love being a part of a collection of voices that are united through singing and praise.  
People have warmly accepted me, and I want to give that love and acceptance back during our 
worship together.”         Dr. Todd Samra, Music Director 
 

"Being able to bring the church community to those who want to 
share in our celebration is powerful. The closest way to bring our 
community to them is through the Eucharist.” 

Michele Waite, Eucharistic Visitor 
“Since my husband passed away, I have had many changes in my 
life. Church of the Good Shepherd has been such a help while 
worshipping with Pastor Linda, my family, and many caring 
people.”      Betty Martin, Parishioner 

 
Singing carols with our homebound parishioners is a highlight of the Christmas 
season!  

 

 We want to continue to grow attendance at our three worship services, adding music 
to our 9:15 service for families with young children; and additional members to our 
10 a.m. choir and folk group. A children’s choir, lead by Todd Samra will begin next 
year. 

 A Healing Prayer Team is being formed with training offered by the Order of St. Luke 
the Physician. We will continue to develop our Eucharistic Visitor program by 
training more Visitors.  



Fellowship: Small Groups, Summer BBQ’s, Sunday Coffee Hour, Big Sur 
Campout, Etc.!   
 

“We are a diverse group, ranging from young mothers, young adults to the elderly, some retired, 
some working. And there is only one male in our group, my husband Bob, who doesn't mind 
because the food is so good. We have had the chance to share our homes and our lives, and when 
Michelle was hostess her home was decorated beautifully for Christmas. At our very first meeting 
we each took our turn telling a bit about ourselves It was amazing to hear how many interesting 
experiences each of us has had in our lifetime. Since then, we continued to have some very 
interesting conversations.”            Peg McIntosh, Parishioner 
 
“Your church has been so giving, so welcoming, so warm, it makes a huge difference in my life and 
in this neighborhood. Thank you for all the ways you include those of us who don’t really go to 
church.”                       Noel, Good Shepherd Neighbor  

 

 
           One of our many great coffee hour fellowship times!                                         Summer BBQ’s 

 

 
           Wednesday Hikes and Prayers on Good Shepherd land           Big Sur Parish Campout 
 

This year we will include new families in Coffee Hour opportunities, increase the visibility 
of our Welcome Table, and find new ways to invite others into the warmth and fun of Good 
Shepherd.  

 
 



Outreach  
 
“ I think what people need, even more than food, is human connection. This is why I serve. I ask, 
‘Would you like some of this wonderful salad?’ And then they look up and we have eye contact. 
Only two or three out of a hundred will not look up. Some people have said, ‘I can't eat the salad 
until I have my teeth fixed.’ And some have gotten their teeth fixed, so then I say, ‘No more excuses 
on the salad!’  And then we can laugh or at least smile together."    Edward Pio 

 
"George wrapped his prayer shawl around his neck and shoulders the entire time before his 
surgery and after his surgery, all through his recovery. It meant so much to us." Mika Shultz 
 
"The Doubles Nickels Luncheon is one of my favorite programs. We are using your model to start a 
luncheon in East Salinas at CHISPA’s Los Abuelitos Senior Apartments!” Laura Medina, Episcopal 
Senior Communities Area Coordinator, Good Shepherd’s partner for Double Nickels.  
 
“Thank you for the awesome backpacks (over 50) filled with school supplies for our kids going to 
Kindergarten. They were so excited to get them and the parents were overjoyed.”  
Captain Jenny Swain, Seaside Salvation Army 
 

 
                   Tabitha Guild Sew-In for the homeless.                         Serving crew, Dorothy’s Place.  

.  
Parishioner Alice Knapp with students at St. Paul’s School, Montrouis, Haiti 

 This year, Outreach Team will 
continue studying the Word of God 
in monthly meetings and leading the 
parish in practical ways of 
translating our faith into action. You 
will be hearing more about our 
school partnership in Haiti, and our 
newly formed partnership with 
Pueblo del Mar, a local outreach to 
homeless families in recovery.  

 



 

Children’s and Youth Spiritual Formation 
 
“Each week, we discuss the same Gospel or Old Testament readings that “big church” learns.  We 
have also introduced Sunday School Offering, where the children briefly tell the congregation what 
we learned that day after we rejoin everyone for Communion.  You might imagine that elementary 
aged children would shy away from this type of spotlight, but on the contrary, each week I am met 
with excitement about sharing the Gospel with others.  What better lesson is there?!   
 
This past year has been filled with a Christmas pageant, dressing up as wise men and women, 
shepherding our own sheep, fishing for men, turning water to wine, a journey through Lent, 
Easter, Pentecost (do you remember our box of red balloons?!), feeding the 5000, walking on 
water, and so much more.  We, as adults, may have heard these stories many times, but for some of 
these children, it is their first real introduction.  May we all hear each story like a child, looking for 
a message from God.”                                              Conchita Harris, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

 
         Can you say hello in Arabic, Japanese, French? Sunday School children can!  
           The Gospel for the day was Jesus’ stories about loving your neighbor.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confirmation classes for tweens, teens, and adults are part of our annual spiritual formation 
offerings.   
 
“I want to be confirmed because I love God and I want Him to protect me and I want Him to be 
part of me and I want to follow Him. “   Bailey Jo Hawthorne, Spring 2017 
 
We have about 15 active tweens (6th – 9th graders.) Parents and Pastor Linda put together monthly 
gatherings for devotions, outreach activities and fellowship (we include siblings in our 
gatherings!)  

 
Youth devotional walk, Spring, 2017 

 

 
Swim Party, June 2017    Boy Scouts serving pancake and sausage breakfast  

                               for Mardi Gras Jazz Mass Sunday 

Good Shepherd supports children and youth outreach as well through our well-known Preschool 
and our Boy Scout Troop 93 and Cub Pack 93.  In the coming year, we will continue to increase our 
visible support of these ministries. 
 

 This year (after saying good-bye to Conchita and Scott Harris and their three 
children as they leave to serve our country through the military in Oman) we will 
hire a new Children’s Ministry Coordinator and continue to grow this ministry. 
Parents of tweens will form a leadership collective for spiritual formation through 
bible study, outreach and fellowship.  



Adult Spiritual Formation 
 

“Laurie and I are pleased to be received into the Episcopal Communion and the congregation at 
Church of the Good Shepherd, as members. We look forward to continuing our walk with Christ, 
alongside the wonderful people who make up this congregation. Good Shepherd has become a 
spiritual home for our family, and we feel very blessed to have found our home, here.”   
                                                                                                                                                                   Brad Martin 

 
Our adult spiritual formation programs vary with the seasons.  
 
In Advent, “African Bible Study” groups met using Sunday’s readings for material.  
 
In Lent, small groups met in homes over food and “sharing faith” conversations. These 
conversations were challenging and enlightening, helping us get more comfortable with organic 
evangelism that arises out of our own experience.  
 
During Holy Week, we walked the Stations of the Cross, newly built by Eagle Scout Leland Mika 
and worshipped with Evening Prayer, candles, Taize music and chants.  
 
We gathered on Palm Sunday for the Food and Feasts of Jesus, reflecting on freedom movements 
inspired by the Exodus of the slaves from Egypt, along with the early church’s use of Exodus to talk 
about Jesus’ death and resurrection and our salvation from sin and fear.  
 
A group learned and practiced Centering Prayer meditation over the course 
of several months. Some have continued!   
 
Confirmation classes introduced and deepened knowledge of the Episcopal 
Church.  
 
Book groups address current topics through literature.  
 
 

 This year we have committed to a Sunday 9 a.m.  Adult Spiritual Formation hour called 
 “Feasting on the Word.” We will continue to offer seasonal classes and workshops as 
well.  
 

       “This is so awesome!!!! I know this will be good for me...a great way to dig deeper and focus on 
the Word in a way that I know God keeps calling me to do. I will help.”     Kristy Nunes   
 
“Very good.  I am willing to help.”     Dick Smith   
 
“Count me in!”     Dick Hackbert  

 
 
 



 

Buildings and Grounds 
 
"Our church, parish hall and preschool, as well as our extensive grounds are an aspect of our 
Outreach to the neighborhood that cannot be underestimated. Their beauty and orderly 
maintenance is one of our main ways of making Christ known in our area."     Pastor Linda 

 

 
                               Paving the lower parking lot, making it safe for all.     Paul Lehman, our Groundskeeper. 

 

 
Parishioner Ruth Mitchell, Colin Mehle, Tyler Mehle. Native drought tolerant Butterly Garden. 

 

“I first considered offering my gifts as a gardener when I came to help at a Work Day. It’s what I have 

to give, but I didn’t really know the extent of what I was getting into. There is a lot of acreage here!  

My grandsons, Colin and Tyler, like to help.”                  Ruth Mitchell    

 

 This coming year, we will focus on additional water conservation methods and on 
increasing our water supply, possibly through a new well. We will also continue to 
beautify our grounds. We hope to have landscape architect plans for our twenty 
undeveloped acres, using the materials, documents, dreams we have assembled over 
many years. 



Stewardship and Fundraising  
 
“When you give to the church, you are giving to change lives for the sake of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ – for families to unite their lives with God, for marriages to be strengthened, for young 
people to know Christ, for others to come to the altar and know eternal life.”  Pastor Linda 

 

 
“Spence and I have put Good Shepherd in our estate plans because it’s our church home  - it’s a 
wonderful community that is generous and helps other people.”         Dee Myers 
 
Thank you to the 18 families who form the first nucleus of our Legacy Society by putting Good 
Shepherd in their estate plans. The Legacy Society has various social and educational events 
through the year. If you are interested in finding out more, please indicate this on your pledge 
card, or contact the church office.  

 
It takes a village! One of the many teams that made the 2017 Art Show a success. 

 

“Congratulations on a job well done on the 10th Annual Art in the Pastures of Heaven!  You can all 
take credit for helping Good Shepherd's mission ‘To know Christ and make Christ known.’  Our 
qualities as a loving congregation show in this event.”      
                                                                                   Sheryl Merrill, 2017 Pastures of Heaven Art Show Chair 

 This year, we will focus on the spiritual transformation available through the 
consistent practice of generosity. Classes on finance and debt reduction, saving and 
giving, will be offered.   

 We will continue to grow our consciousness of year round stewardship of our land, 
of creation, of time and relationships, of our physical and emotional health, as well as 
of finances.  

 We will continue to grow our new Legacy Society.  

 



Evangelism 

“Every Sunday we are sent out into the world in peace to share our love of God and to follow Jesus' 
spirit of human fellowship.  That charge is one of my favorite parts of The Eucharist and its what I 
try to keep in mind as I share our joy, our peace, our love with our community at large, in a very 
broad sense, through media communication.  I make a humble attempt to make known Good 
Shepherd's very broad invitation to know us and to join us in sharing His love.”       
                                                                                                  Debbie McFarland, Volunteer Media Coordinator 

                                                                             
             Parishioners Conchita Harris and Letty Sloma  

                                                                  with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

Attendance at all our events has increased significantly due to people knowing about them! We 
have appeared in the Monterey County Weekly, Carmel Pine Cone, Off68,  and the Californian; on 
NPR, Facebook, neighborhood forums, as well as other social media forums. 

Our social media profile continues to grow as well– for the purpose of sharing the Good News of 
Christ.  “I found you through your website. It really attracted me, and I’m so glad to have found 
you.”  Anonymous newcomer.   

We have a smart phone App where you can easily access weekly alerts for newsletter, 
announcements, website, scripture, online giving. We are now on Instagram as well as Facebook.  
Find us at http://goodshepherdcorral.org 
 
“Sharing Faith,” small group dinners and conversations in Good Shepherd homes followed up 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s workshop on evangelism, held here in Salinas.   

 This year, there will be more opportunities for learning to tell your story and the 
story of your faith. The world, our neighbors and friends and families are hungry for 
news of reconciliation, conflict reduction, salvation, hope, grace… all those good 
words of faith and of Jesus, our Prince of Peace. We hope to use our words as well as 
our actions to help heal a hurting world, to aid in the process of reconciliation and 
salvation.   
 

The mission of the Church is to restore 

all people to unity with God and each 

other in Christ. The Church pursues its 

mission as it prays and worships, 

proclaims the Gospel, and promotes 

justice, peace, and love. The Church 

carries out its mission through the 

ministry of all its members. 

 

 Catechism, Book of Common Prayer 



 
Administration 
 

“It is wonderful to leave work at the end of the day and feel like I've made an impact. I love 
working for the church because I wholeheartedly stand behind the mission of Good Shepherd.  
The parishioners are some of the kindest and giving people I have known and I am so thankful that 
God pointed me in the direction of Church of the Good Shepherd.”      
                                                                                                                      Tralee Johnson, Church Administrator  

 

 
Hard at work on the church’s behalf. 

 

  
Your Vestry having fun because they serve an awesome church! 

 

 This year, our administrative focus will be on increasing opportunities to match 
volunteer’s gifts and passions with ministries – whether those ministries already 
exist or are waiting for the right person to bring them into being.  


