
OUTREACH SUNDAY TODAY 
 

Paperback books for prisoners 
Making sleeping mats  

for the homeless 
Making cards for  

homeless families

GOOD SHEPHERD 

JUNE 4:  
 

Teen/ 
Tween Pool 

Party 

1 P.M.

Our Vision: To know Christ and make Christ known.  
Our Mission: To exemplify excellence in intergenerational worship and service. 

JUNE 4:  
 

Local Owls:  
A Forum with 
Thomas Luder 

11:15 A.M.  

Michele Waite is one of our Eucharistic Visitors who bring 
communion to those who are not able to be at church. She 
regularly brings communion to Ginny Deming, Kim Luiz and 
Ginny's mother, Sally. I asked her what this is like for her. 

"Being able to bring the church community to these three who 
want to share in our celebration is powerful for them and for 
me. The closest way to bring our community to them is through 
the eucharist.  Our weekly celebration is a gift for all of us. I’ve 
been going to their home for well over a year now and went 
from going every other week to weekly. At the beginning, it was 
pretty straightforward, by the book. I brought eucharist and that 
was it.  

And then, over time, I would begin by introducing a song. We 
now hold hands when we pray the Our Father. O starts us off by 
reading one of the passages from John. She closes us with a 
prayer that begins “in the morning.”  For a person who has 
dementia, she reads with expression, clearly. She knows that 
this is her prayer. She has become the folder of the corporal (the 
cloth that the eucharist is placed on.) That’s her job.  She looks 
forward to it and she does it with immaculate precision. Kim 
washes the chalice and the paten. Everyone take part. I’m able 

to be the instrument, through God, of this celebration that extends our church community into their 
home. Ginny said that the only time that Mom smiles or talks anymore is during our worship.  

This ministry has blessed me in communicating unconditional love - and this is not from me- this is a gift 
that the Holy Spirit has given me. Oftentimes I have no words for what this means, but this I know, I am 
so grateful to be called to this ministry as a Eucharistic Visitor.” 

Thank you to all our ministers (all our parishioners!) who share God’s love with others. 

                                                                                                                                                                     Pastor Linda+ 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE



News and Events  
Be sure to download our NEW church app, available for Apple and Android phones. This 
is a quick and easy way to stay up to date! Please see the E-News for the link. Or go to:  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/church-of-the-good-shepherd/id1170257741?ls=1&mt=8  
or  
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.echurchapps.goodshepherdca 

Pentecost Sunday, June 4:  
Local Owls and Owl Boxes at Good Shepherd: A Forum with Thomas Luder at 11:15 a.m. 
Teen/Tween Pool Party 1 p.m. 

Community BBQ’s begin! Wednesday, June 7, 6 p.m. 

Double Nickels Lunch and Program: Wednesday, June 14, Noon, with Dan Presser, Four Winds 
Travel. (Double Nickels will be on hiatus for July and August.)  

September 1- 4: Good Shepherd Annual Family Campout 

September 8: Save the Date for the 2017 Art Show 

Blessing That Does Not End 
From the moment  
it first laid eyes  
on you, 
this blessing loved you. 

This blessing  
knew you 
from the start. 

It cannot explain how. 

It just knows  
that the first time  
it sat down beside you, 
it entered into a conversation 
that had already been going on 
forever. 

Believe this conversation 
has not stopped. 

Believe this love  
still lives—  
the love that crossed  
an impossible distance  
to reach you, 
to find you, 
to take your face  
into its hands  
and bless you. 

Believe this  
does not end— 
that the gesture, 
once enacted, 
endures. 

Believe this love  
goes on— 
that it still  
takes your face  
into its hands, 
that it presses  
its forehead to yours  
as it speaks to you  
in undying words, 
that it has never ceased  
to gather your heart  
into its heart. 

Believe this blessing  
abides. 
Believe it goes with you  
always.  
Believe it knows you  
still. 

—Jan Richardson 
from The Cure for Sorrow: A Book of Blessings for 
Times of Grief

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/church-of-the-good-shepherd/id1170257741?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/church-of-the-good-shepherd/id1170257741?ls=1&mt=8


Missions and Outreach.  
Whether helping kids learn to read or serving the poor with good food,  
there are many ways to get involved and be the hands and feet of Jesus.  

Two Thursdays/month: Lunches for the homeless in Salinas. Contact team leader: Tim Knapp,
484-6242.  

Monday June  5: Charity Detox Book Study, 9  - 10:30 a.m. Contact Kristy Nunes,238-1505 

We are beginning to work at Pueblo Del Mar, a housing community in Marina for formerly 
homeless. There are many opportunities to help, including literacy and homework. To find out 
more, contact  
Sheryl Merrill, 809-4465.  

We collect food every Sunday for the Monterey County Food Bank. A barrel is in the back of the 
sanctuary for your canned good offerings.  

Pray for our partner school in Montrouis, Haiti, St. Paul’s Episcopal School. For information, 
contact Tim Knapp, 484-6242.  

Thank you for your financial support of your parish.  
Your offerings make life changing ministries possible.  

At Good Shepherd we love God. Follow Jesus. And serve others. 

“The most important thing I learned to do at Pueblo del Mar was to do one thing and to just keep 
doing it no matter how insecure I was and no matter how much I thought I couldn’t do it.”  

DeeDee 

We just had our Awards Night at Pueblo del Mar, a housing and services community for homeless 
families who are in drug and alcohol recovery. We were able to help 10 families for a total of 
$5400. in grants.  I wanted to let you all know how much the residents appreciate this fund.  The 
donations made in my father, Martin Dodd’s  honor helped us give the extra this year. Good 
Shepherd contributed a portion of the 2016 Art Show proceeds to this effort.  

Thank you all. My new book, The Book of Joy (you should all read it) states that every study shows 
that our greatest joy is found when we are in service to others.  I do believe that's a secret our 
community has always known.  It's why we have such fun together!  When we step outside our 
selfish nature, it is then we truly see the Grace of God in our lives. 



fall in love, stay in love 
Nothing is more practical than 
finding God, than 
falling in love  
in a quite absolute, final way. 
What you are in love with, 
what seizes your imagination, will affect 
everything. 
It will decide  
what will get you out of bed in the morning, 
what you do with your evenings, 
how you spend your weekends, 
what you read, whom you know, 
what breaks your heart, 
and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. 
Fall in love, stay in love, 
and it will decide everything. 

attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ 1907-1991 

what has turned to love 

If there is anything in which this life, 
this way, can be expressed, 
in which God has revealed Himself most clearly, 
it is the reality of love. 
You are someone 
only in as far as you are love, 
and only what has turned to love in your life  
will be preserved. 

-Rule for a New Brother, 1973  

A Reflection on John 14: 15 - 21 
I will not leave you orphaned; 
I am coming to you. 
I will send the Advocate, 
the Spirit of Truth. 
You know him, 
because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you. 

In a way, Jesus’ abandonment of the disciples 
upon the Mount of Olives is more profound than 
their abandonment on Calvary. After all, the 
disciples themselves predicted he would die. “Let 
us go and die with him” says a resigned Thomas 
when Jesus chooses to risk going to Judea to 
console his friends in Bethany. As grevious as it 
was, the crucifixion was no surprise.  

But no one could have imagined the Resurrection 
and the extraordinary forty days during which 
Jesus dwelled again with his friends. Forty days 
with the resurrected Jesus - appearing in the 
upper room, along the way to Emmaus, upon the 
beach at Galilee! Imagine their despair when this, 
the Jesus present to them in such an astonishing 
way, enters the Cloud. He had said,“If I do not go, 
the Comforter will not come.” Again, imagination 
fails. 

The Church gives us ten days to practice dwelling 
in the ambiguous time of the Resurrected Christ 
vanished, and the Holy Spirit not-yet-come. In the 
mystical life, Ascensiontide is the Dark Night of 
the Soul, the anguished sense of abandonment 
after a solid period of union. The soul can not cling 
even to this union. The last threads of attachment 
must be broken in the darkness of unknowing 
before the completion of the Christian 
transformation – being “sent” into the world as 
bearers of Love. 

But the mystics testify to a stunning paradox. The 
abandonment IS the union. It is in the Dark Night 
of the Soul that Lover meets Beloved and 
transforming union takes place. “He will be IN 
you.” 

As we sing in the Divine Office, “ Come, mine elect 
one: and I will set my throne within you.”  

(-Antiphon at Lauds, Saints Days) 

-Suzanne Guthrie 

*********************************************** 

Next Sunday, May 28, we celebrate  
the Feast of the Ascension. +++


