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Our Vision: To know Christ and make Christ known.  
Our Mission: To exemplify excellence in intergenerational worship and service. 

Tracy	Shelby,	Bill’s	wife,	 James	and	BG’s	mom,	works	
for	 the	 Red	 Cross.	 Earlier	 this	 month,	 she	 was	
deployed	 to	 Florida	 to	 help	 with	 hurricane	 relief.	
Because	 I	 was	 in	 Sonoma	 County,	 helping	 with	 the	
devastating	Eires,	I	couldn’t	interview	her	face	to	face.	
She	 kindly	 answered	my	 inquiries	 by	writing.	 Thank	
you	Tracy	for	all	you	do	for	the	community!		 	
	 Pastor	Linda+	

1)	What	is	your	regular	position	with	the	Red	Cross	and	
what	was	your	position	in	this	deployment?	My	day	job	
is	 as	 a	 Grants	 &	 Foundations	 Manager.	 I	 write	 and	
manage	 grants	 and	 fund	 raise	 for	 Red	 Cross	 from	
foundations.	However,	that	 is	not	a	disaster	deployed	
(or	on	location)	position,	as	that	job	is	done	from	each	
region.	Red	Cross	encourages	their	employees	to	also	
train	 for	disaster	deployment	positions.	This	training	
is	 the	 same	 training	 and	 process	 that	 volunteers	 go	

through	to	train	to	respond	to	disasters.	Each	job	to	be	done	during	a	disaster	has	a	volunteer	position	within	
Red	Cross	and	volunteers	are	trained	for	that	particular	job.	Many	are	trained	for	multiple	jobs	and	positions	
and	 more	 experienced	 volunteers	 manage	 teams	 or	 locations	 such	 as	 shelters	 or	 warehouses.	 Typical	
deployments	last	for	14	days	(12	hrs	work	per	day,	w/	one	day	off),	but	many	serious	volunteers	stay	much	
longer.	Red	Cross	covers	only	basic	expenses	such	as	transportation,	food	and	lodging	(staff	shelter	or	hotel).	

I	was	trained	in	logistics,	speciEically	dealing	with	in-kind	donations.	In-Kind	donations	are	donations	of	large	
quantities	of	items,	such	as	water,	bleach,	food,	etc.	or	expensive	or	large	pieces	of	equipment	or	services.	Red	
Cross	seeks	to	have	as	much	of	these	items	donated	as	possible	to	keep	costs	low.	Many	donations	are	set	up	
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continued	 from	 Eirst	 page…	 in	 advance	 of	 disasters,	 but	 often	 we	 need	 more	 or	 different	 items	 than	
anticipated	as	each	disaster	 is	unique.	 I	helped	 to	manage	a	database	of	 items	offered	and	directed	 them	
where	they	were	needed.	I	kept	in	close	contact	with	staff	managing	the	shelters,	kitchens,	supplies	etc,	to	
keep	on	top	of	their	needs	and	make	the	best	use	of	donated	items	offered	to	the	Red	Cross.	I	also	attempted	
to	acquire	items	that	were	needed	as	either	a	donation	or	at	a	steep	discount.	One	day	it	was	a	forklift	and	
pallet	 jacks	and	the	next	 it	was	tote	bags	(which	I	got	 from	Ikea	and	may	last	until	 the	next	hurricane,	as	
they	donated	50,000).	We	dealt	with	donors	thanking	them	and	sometimes	turning	them	down	when	items	
were	offered	that	we	didn't	need	or	couldn't	use,	such	as	perishable	food	or	used	clothing.	We	kept	a	list	of	
other	area	partner	organizations	to	direct	donated	items	to	that	we	could	not	use.	Red	Cross	partners	with	
lots	of	organizations	during	disasters	to	process	donations	and	deliver	all	manner	of	items	to	the	needy.	We	
work	with	Goodwill	to	process	used	clothing	(vouchers	go	to	clients	so	they	can	get	exactly	what	they	need),	
local	 food	 banks	 and	 food	 pantries	 for	 perishable	 food,	 churches,	 community	 groups,	 SPCA's	 and	 many	
more.	

2)	How	and	why	were	you	sent	to	Florida?		I	started	in	Orlando,	where	the	Headquarters	for	Hurricane	Irma	
response	 was	 located,	 but	 was	 sent	 to	 Miami	 within	 two	 days	 and	 spent	 the	 rest	 of	 my	 time	 there	
supporting	the	operations	in	South	Florida.	In-Kind	donations	is	an	ofEice	position	so	I	was	in	the	Miami	Red	
Cross	ofEice	and	not	in	a	shelter	or	dealing	directly	with	victims	of	the	hurricane.	In	that	location	everyone	
there	was	working	 on	 the	 relief	 and	 recovery	 efforts	 and	managing	 feeding,	 communications,	 sheltering,	
transportation,	warehouses,	volunteers	and	much	more. 

 
3)	What	was	 the	most	 surprising	 thing	 that	 happened	
there?	 Did	 you	 see	 or	 do	 anything	 that	 changed	 your	
perspective?		

My	 main	 takeaway	 was	 the	 volunteers	 and	 the	
amazing	 jobs	that	they	performed	day	in	and	day	out	
to	serve	those	in	need.		

You	 immediately	 associate	 Red	 Cross	 with	 shelters,	
cots	 and	 food,	 but	 our	 volunteers	 provide	 so	 many	
other	 services.	 There	 are	 health	 and	 mental	 health	
care	 providers	 both	 in	 shelters	 and	 on	 mobile	
response	 units.	 We	 have	 spiritual	 care	 teams	 and	
disability	 advocates.	 We	 conduct	 massive	 mobile	 aid	
routes	 in	 our	 big	 Emergency	 Response	 Vehicles	
through	affected	neighborhoods	when	people	begin	to	

go	 back	 home	 and	 start	 repairs.	 These	 vehicles	 serve	 hot	meals,	 distribute	 clean	 up	 kits,	 water,	 bleach,	
snacks,	information	and	hugs.	Families	who	need	help	to	recover	can	get	direct	cash	aid	from	Red	Cross	as	
well	as	assistance	from	a	trained	Red	Cross	caseworker	who	knows	how	to	help	them	apply	to	FEMA	and	
other	aid	and	social	agencies	who	can	assist	with	their	needs.		

Some	Red	 Cross	 volunteers	 I	met	 had	 been	working	 disasters	 for	 decades	 and	many	were	 on	 their	 Eirst	
deployment.	I	roomed	a	few	nights	with	Eleanor	Guzik,	a	nurse	who	has	volunteered	over	4,000	hours	for	
the	Red	Cross	since	she	became	a	volunteer	during	Hurricane	Katrina.	She	could	not	remember	how	many	
disaster	responses	she'd	been	on	and	said	she	was	working	harder	during	her	retirement	than	she	did	

Tracy	and	Michelle	Wilson	in	Miami



OCTOBER 15, 2017

WHAT WE KNOW 
Rejoice	 in	the	Lord	always;	again	I	will	say,	Rejoice.	The	Lord	 is	near.	Do	not	worry	about	anything,	but	 in	
prayer	and	supplication	with	thanksgiving	let	your	requests	be	made	known	to	God.	And	the	peace	of	God,	
which	surpasses	all	understanding,	will	guard	your	hearts	and	your	minds	in	Christ	Jesus.	Keep	on	doing	the	
things	that	you	have	learned	and	received	and	heard	and	seen	in	me,	and	the	God	of	peace	will	be	with	you.			
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians	4:	4-7,	9

JOURNEY TO GENEROSITY 

A Personal Reflection by Kristy Nunes 
God calls us to serve. We hear this over and over again throughout the 
bible. Sometimes we serve in what I call the trenches, where we sit side by 
side with people in their darkest days. We sit in shelters, on the streets and 
in churches with people that can’t lift their heads. We talk, we feed them 
and we love them just as Jesus has taught us to do. 

And there are times that we serve quietly, behind the scenes. Recently, we 
partnered with a family living on the streets of Salinas. We met them at the 
Warming Shelter and slowly built a loving relationship with them. The 
family of 6 included the 4 most darling, sweet, energetic boys. 
Unfortunately, their days were spent roaming the streets when school was 
out. We quickly concluded that these kids needed to get off the streets and 
into a safe environment. 

Our amazing community rallied together and put them in camp during their winter, spring and summer 
breaks. It was a beautiful blessing. In addition to being in a safe place, our generous community made 
homemade lunches each day for them. They made amazing lunches for children they never met. We 
learned that these big, yummy lunches also doubled as their dinner for the entire family. Through these 
lunches they felt loved and supported. The mom repeatedly told me how much it meant to them that we 
were behind them. 

I truly believe that one of the reasons they are in a family rehab facility and doing well (praise God!) is 
because they felt supported. They knew that beyond the lunches, they were being prayed for and lifted up 
in their battle to get sober and off the streets. They knew a community was behind them, cheering them 
on and wanting them to find their way out of their nightmare. It is good to know that this generous 
community Is doing what we are called to do. As our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has asked us to 
remember “….it may be that we cannot do everything, but we each can do something.”  Kristy Nunes 

before	and	loving	every	minute.	I	carpooled	to	Miami	with	Pete	from	Los	Gatos,	CA	who	signed	up	during	
Hurricane	Harvey	and	then	was	trained	and	sent	to	Irma.	He'd	recently	retired	and	realized	he	didn't	have	
an	excuse	anymore	when	he	saw	awful	things	happening	on	the	news.	I	worked	some	with	Allie	Labovitz	
and	her	service	dog	Oscar	(who	is	the	only	dog	I	know	with	a	Red	Cross	badge)	as	they	advocated		helped	
make	sure	that	those	with	disabilities	were	taken	care	of	in	the	shelters.	
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Please	Pray	For	all	Eirst	responders,	all	those	who	have	lost	homes,	Diane	Bunker	(Mother	of	Lisa	Hunn),	Nancy	
Press	&	Family	(Lloyd	&	Carol	Lowrey),	Ginny	Wilson,	Julie	Woodard(Suzanne	Dorrance),	Judy	
Downs	Gilbert	(Jane	Day),	Tammy	Knigman	(Bob	Evans	&	Peg	McIntosh,	Betty	Delson	(Spence	
Myers),	Omar	Melgoza(	Shannon	Brandt),	Keith	Durgan	 (Mary	Zischke's	 father),	Marcos	 (Ed	
Pio),	 Michael	 Lowe	 (Scott	 Hawthorne),	 Inga	 Martin	 (Marcia	 Weber-Olsen),	 Kristen	 Avilez	
(Debbie	Avilez),Conor	 (Linda	&	Todd	Kodet's	nephew),Ray	Melton	 (Bill	&	Saundra	Dodson),	
Kathy	 &	 Paul	 (Dee	 Myers),	 Susan	 Zahnlecker	 (Michelle	 Zimmerman),	 Virginia	 Genato,	 Paul	
Iglesias,	 Kevin	Burnha	 (Tim	&	Alice	Knapp),	Hoskins	 Family	 (The	Mollring	 Family),	 Beverly	
Webb	 (Barbara	 Creelman),	 Estela	 &	 Family	 (Kristy	 Nunes),	 Que	 Spalding	 (Spence	 Myers),	
Nancy	 Burgos,	 R.C/Mimi	 &	 Family,	 Sally	 Lehman	 (Michele	 K.	 Waite),	 Lisa	 Roadcup	 (Laurie	
Martin),	The	Baily	Family	(Philip	Wood),	The	Diaz	Family	(Saundra	Dodson),	Jen	Weber,	Greg	
McCann,	Susan	Olsen,	Mark	Weber	(Chuck	&	Marcia	Olsen),	Mitch	Pio	(Ed	Pio),	George	Whaley	
(Mika	Schultz),	Olivia	Bautista	 (Letty	Sloma),	 Jim	Orr	 (The	Mays),	The	Reynolds	Family,	The	
Mondo	Family,	Jay	&	Amelia	(The	Urciuoli	Family),	Chuck	Beals	&	Family	(Kodet	Family),	Justin	

DeVincenzi,	Cindy	Davis	(Diana	McClean),		Lowan	Darling	(The	Rev.	Wendy	Howe's	grandson)	

In	Thanksgiving:	Jeanne	&	Brian	O'Hanlon	(Tralee	Johnson),	Matt	Mika	(George	&	Diane	Mika)	

For	Repose:	Ollie	Press,	Lisa	Hunn 
 
Thank	 you	 to	 our	 Sunday	 Servants	 today	 Sub-Deacon:	 Barbara	 Creelman,	 Ushers:	 Jane	 Day,	 Helma	 Zeuge,	
Eucharistic	Ministers:	Saundra	Dodson,	Steve	Pearson,	Lectors:	Kevin	Howe,	Mike	Luder,	Plate	Counters:	Chuck	
Olsen,	 Brooks	 Fiske,	 Altar	 Guild:	 Dottie	 Fuller,	 Flower	 Guild:	MaryEllen	 Jensen	&	 Peg	McIntosh,	 Coffee	Hour:	
Virginia	Shannon,	Ann	Donaldson,	Stan	&	Susie	Brusa  

ON THE HORIZON          
Sundays: Worship at 8, 9:15; 10 a.m.   
October 15-16-17: Plant Sale, Sunday 8:45 a.m-noon and Monday/Tuesday 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
October 19: Prepare your Home for Winter Forum, 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
October 21: All ParishWork Day, 7am breakfast, 8-12 work day 
October 22: Healing Prayer Forum during Coffee Hour 
October 24: Tabitha Guild: Learn to Knit or Crochet Scarfapalooza and Dessert Social, 6pm 
October 28: Join the Good Shepherd Team for the They are One Fun Run  
October 29: 40th Anniversary of Parish Founding 
November 12: Ingathering Sunday, One Service at 10 a.m. Fiesta Brunch to follow!         

At	 Good	 Shepherd	 we	 love	 God.	 Follow	 Jesus.	
Serve	Others.	  
 
Thank	 you	 for	 your	 <inancial	 contributions	 to	
Good	Shepherd.	

You	are	making	a	difference!	


